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1I_1 . (C)  During  a wide-ranging  discussion  with  Post  officials, 
the  senior  nuclear  expert  at  the  Spanish  MFA  on  February  10 
expressed  considerable  unease  with  Iranian  President 
Amadine jad 1 s early  February  announcement  that  Tehran  would 
begin  to  enrich  uranium  to  20  percent.  Carlos  Torres, 

Counselor  for  Nuclear  Non-Proliferation  and  Disarmament 
within  the  MFA's  DG  for  Strategic  Affairs  and  Terrorism, 

POLOFF  and  Deputy  ECONCOUNS,  said  that,  with  Ahmadine j ad ' s 
announcement,  Iran  "has  crossed  the  line."  Speaking  from  a 
technical  perspective,  he  argued  that  making  the  political 
decision  to  pursue  enrichment  up  to  20  percent  is  a 
"game-changer,"  that  the  Iranian  nuclear  program's 
capabilities  will  proceed  at  an  "exponential  rate,"  and  now 
"it  is  just  a question  of  time"  until  Iran  is  capable  of 
making  nuclear  weapons.  Torres  suggested  that  Iran's  gradual 
path  to  becoming  a nuclear  power  is  similar  to  what  happened 
in  India  and  Pakistan.  He  asserted  that  the  Islamic 
Revolutionary  Guard  Corps  (IRGC)  is  the  real  power  behind 
Ahmadine jad  and  suggested  there  are  no  limits  to  what  the 
IRGC  will  try.  Concluding  his  thoughts  on  the  subject, 

Torres  said  the  situation  in  Iran  "doesn't  look  good"  and 
asked  Embassy  officials  to  tell  Washington,  "We  (the  Spanish 
MFA)  understand  perfectly  well  what's  going  on  in  Iran." 

11.2 . (S)  On  a separate  subject,  Torres  received  the  Ref 
demarche  on  the  Spanish  firm  Coll  Vilaro's  business  dealings 
with  the  Syrian  firm  Business  Lab.  He  indicated  he  would 
share  the  information  with  the  Ministry  of  Industry,  Tourism 
and  Commerce  and  would  provide  Post  an  answer  after  the 
Government  of  Spain  had  looked  into  the  matter. 
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